
Voice for Walcha

Vestas image of moving blade

Thank you for your audience
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Vestas image of moving blade

We are compelled to make the case for a council 
OBJECTION, in response to the EIS for this project. 
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Vestas image of moving blade

We are claiming that Vestas are not fit for 
purpose and should not be granted the 
authority to proceed with this project.

1. Is Vestas acting in the interests of our community

a. There is misleading and incomplete communication.

c. Consultation with our First nations People was 
non-existent

b. Community consultation has been ineffective, and 
this has been intentional.
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2. Social Impact of Community Living Costs, and Pressure 
on Services

1. Pressure on Rental Market

2. Access to trades and service businesses

3. Access to Healthcare and Child Services.
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3.

Roads –
Congestion and 
Road Damage

Regarding 288 trucks on the Oxley Highway per day, Vestas write that 
we will be “virtually unaffected by others in the traffic stream.”
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Vestas image of moving blade

Regarding Over-size and over-mass trucks on the road, carrying 
80m blades and 6m diameter tower sections, “these loads would 
generally not delay traffic for more than a couple of minutes”. 
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3.

Roads –
Congestion and 
Road Damage



High rate of road 
degradation 

and 
Lack of available 

workforce.

Expect delays!

3.

Roads –
Congestion 
and Road 
Damage

Consent CANNOT
be refuse for access 
to public roads, if 
required for State 

Significant 
Projects. 
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4. Resources - Gravel, Sand and Blue metal

If not found within project boundary, as Vestas claim it will be 
– this becomes ADDITIONAL to the traffic report.

More congestion, more road damage, more roadwork delays. 
Is this clarified as not being an additional cost to council?

Sand and aggregate – around 170,000 tonnes of material, 
or 7,500 truck and dog movements for the project.
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9
Vestas image of moving blade

3. Resources – Gravel for Access “Tracks”

Expecting 2km road per 
tower. Roads will be at 

least 8m wide, pavement 
depth 250mm. 

This equates to over 1 
million tonnes of 

gravel, or 52,000 truck 
and dogs.

This is nightmarish!
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5. Resources - Water

If not found within project boundary, 
as Vestas claim it will be – this becomes 
ADDITIONAL to the traffic report.

More congestion, more road damage, 
more roadwork delays. Is this clarified as 
not being an additional cost to council?

Water– around 220 ML required. 
Or 8,500 semi-trucks of water.
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6. We are an agricultural town, not an industrial town

Loss of access to 
workforce, putting 
pressures on all businesses

Biosecurity risk to properties

Loss of Aerial Ag. services 

Risk to Fire Fighting
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7. Inappropriate location 
against the Gondwana 
Rain Forest, incorporating 
the Oxley Wild Rivers NP

Permanently lose our 
identity as a unique and 
beautiful attraction for 
thousands of tourists to 
the area
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8. Acting for the community, not for individuals

If individuals have a financial benefit from the project, they 
should have their opinion heard, but heard in that light. 

It is not a community position that they have, but an 
individual one.

We need to identify the COMMUNITY position and act 
accordingly.
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Vestas image 
of moving 

9. Council and LGA Economic and Financial sustainability.
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Some of the negative economic impacts of this project:

• Loss of business activity, through lack of employees available

• Loss of tourism traffic from lack of accommodation

• Loss of tourism, from ruining our unique attractions

• Loss of tourism traffic, from road congestion and road work delays

• Loss of community members from rental hardship, affecting local 
economy after project completion

• Increase in employment costs, with project causing high demand 
for employees. This affects council, as well as business.



Voice for Walcha

Community Survey
Winterbourne Wind Project.
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Introducing Kerry Fair



10. Precedent for an OBJECTION to project.
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Many councils have submitted an OBJECTION, if the 
project tis not suitable:

Tamworth Hills of Gold 
Upper Lachlan Rye Park Wind farm
Uralla Thunderbolts Hub
Warrumbungle Valley of the winds
Queanbeyan Jupiter

We really want our council to stand up 
for our community



11. Other Concerns.
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Decommissioning 
Commitment. 
No Bond? No go!

The risk of default of a foreign 
company is too great. Why put 
landholders and council at risk?

HV Powerlines. 

Powerlines follow projects. 



12. We have Choices.

• Traffic impacting the entire LGA, from SW corner, through town, to NE corner?

Unique characteristics of Winterbourne Wind project, 
- as opposed to alternative projects.

• Next to Oxley Wild Rivers National Park, and Apsley Falls.

• Project is too big for our economy and community.

• Cut the east-west transport link through Walcha, impacting tourism, 
business, & community. 

• Drag a HV Transmission line through the centre of the LGA?

• Threaten our ability to water bomb a fire that reaches the lip of the 
gorge.
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13. Wrap up.

We don’t have to take the first project, if it is 
not right for the community. We have choices.

We feel, on balance, that there is a clear

indication that the community does not 

want this project, and that the community 

does NOT want the council to have a neutral 

position, but to OBJECT to the project.
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Thank you for your time
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